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and dismay when the news arrived, in the spring of 1687,
that Clarendon had ceased to be Lord Lieutenant, and that
Tyrconnell had been made Deputy. James had now embarked
on the disastrous course which was soon to lead to the ruin of
his throne; and there can be no doubt that, like his ill-fated
father, he had resolved to make use of Catholic Ireland in the
attack he had begun on Protestant England. He had in
Tyrconnell a tool to his hand; the Deputy instantly effected
a violent change in the whole order of affairs in Ireland,
which literally set everything upside down. The Irish army
was increased and filled with Catholics; the dominant
Protestants were replaced by men of the despised race and
. faith, in all departments of the state. The Bench was packed
with Catholic Judges; the municipal bodies were remodelled,
and made Catholic; Catholic magistrates and sheriffs were
appointed by scores; in civil administration Catholics were
made supreme. The result was such as has often been seen,
when a down-trodden order of men suddenly acquire power;
a Catholic ascendency vehemently avenged the wrongs a
Protestant ascendency had done; the Protestants, dominant
but yesterday, suffered gross injuries, in every relation and
walk of life. Tyrconnell ere long had denounced the Acts of
Settlement, which, indeed, had ceased to protect titles, owing
to decisions of the lately made Judges; he certainly con-
templated a great transfer of the Irish Land. This became
the signal of a wide-spread agrarian rising; old dispossessed
owners claimed their lands again; the new landlords were
unable to assert their rights; floods of the infuriated Irishry
swept away Petty's settlement and other centres of industry;
anarchy ran riot over whole counties. Ireland wore the aspect
of France, in 1789, when the flames of many a chateau
expressed the hatred the peasant bore to his seigneur; and a
great emigration of the Protestants of all classes followed.
The Revolution by this time had taken pkce in England;